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” Reaſons humbly offered to be conſidered before the AR for 
Printing be renewed (unleſs with Alterations) viz. for 
Freedom of Trade in Lawful Books, and ſetting ſevere Pe- 
nalties on Scandalous and Seditions Books againſt the 
Government. 


HE Trade of Printing hath been an Ancient ManufaQure of this 
Kingdom (and as ſuch) fit to be Encouraged for the publick good ; 
yet by that At, and the great Powers thereby given, or art leaſt 
colourably thence taken, by the Maſters and Wardens of the Stati- 
oners Company and other Patentees, to the very great Preju- 
dice, and publick Damage of the Nation, by inhauncing the Price 
of Books, and alſo to the Impoveriſhment of the generality of 

the Members of that Company, viz. Printers, Bookſellers, Book-binders, Haberdaſh- 

” ers and ſeveral other conſiderable Traders , who have been thereby reſtrained from the 

=, moſt beneficial part of their Ancient Trade and Right by their Apprenticeſhip. 

King James I. about the thirteenth Year of his Reign, granted to the Maſter, War- 
dens and Cormminalty of the Myſtery of Stationers, London, a Patent of Priviledge to 
Print, Utter and Sell all manner of Primers, Pſalters, Pſalms, Almanacks, and ſe- 
veral other Books, for ever, with a Clauſe of Prohibition to all others ; thereia alſo 
 , giving Power to the ſ3id Maſter, Wardens and Aſſiſtants to make By-Laws for the man- 

Kt ageneat of the ſaid Patent; who have fo efteQually contrived their own Profit therein, 
_ that for thirty Years laſt paſt they have conſtantly divided above 12. per cent. yearly, 
'&"befides other frequent and more private Dividends, and extravagantly chargable Feaſt- 
* ings, out of the Profits of the thus monopolized Trade ( excluding the generality of 
the Members of that Company from any Benefit of the ſaid Patent, thoughit was grant- 

ed to the whole Body. ) 

In the year 1662. they did, by the Solicitation of Sir R. Leſtrange, obtain the ſaid Act, 
under the ſpecious Colour of Preventing Sedirious, Scandalous, and Treaſonable Books, &c. 
whichindeed was principally by them deſigned to ſupport their intended Monopoly; for in 
a very ſhort Time after they purchaſed into their Hands ſeveral other Patents, which they 
had ſet Agents on to beg of the thenKing : To purchaſe which Patents they have engag'd 

+ the Corporations Inheritance, and brought a Reat-charge thereon to almoſt 600ol. per an. 

| to the very great [njury of the Corporation in general,to ſerve a particular End. And then 

confederatiug with other Patentees, Bibles and the generality of other Books of publick 
and general uſe were got into Patents, and that ſo comprehenlive, that near ſeventy ſeve- 
ralBooks were got into one Patent,and thereby advanced to above double the Price they 
were ſold for before. And to ſecure their Monopoly from expiring, and to tye up the 

Crown therein from inveſting any others during that Time, they obtained two or three 
Patents for the ſame Books, to take place in Reverſion almoſt to an hundred Years to 
come. Our own Printers being thus reſtrained, the greateſt part of the Printing-trade 
was carried hence into Holland, viz. Engliſh Bibles, Common- Prayer Books, Teſta- 
meats, Pſalters, Grammars, Almanacks, and multitudes of other Books of general and 

rpetual uſe, and from thence exported to all our Foreign Plantations, Ireland, Scor- 

d, and alſo hither, for the gain of above cent. per cent. to the Traders therein. 

Vaſt Quanrities of theſe Books have been ſeized by theſe Patentees, who beſides Sei- 


ſaid AQ; and thereby cxtorted exorbitant Sums of Mony, beyond the Penalty of the 
ſaid AQ, they having taken Care to have the Penalty of their thus monopoliz'd Books 
aſcertained by the (aid AQ, tlic Penalty being 6 s. $4. per Book : But'Seditious and Trea- 
| % ſonable Books they were thereby only charged as an Offence againſt the faid At, which 
was an Offence by other Laws before that Att, and will be ſo when it is expircd. Og 
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zare, did alſo proſecute the Perſons in whoſe Hands they found them, by vertue of the . 
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theſe Holland printed Books, they on purpoſe forbear to furniſh the Market with the 
ſame of their own Printing (all other Printers being by the ſaid AR reſtrained from that 
yrs of "Frade ) have to a thus empty Market ſold again the ſaid ſeized Books ; and 

ave further reſeized the very ſame Books themſelves ſold, and likewiſe proſecuted the 
Perſons again in whoſe Hands they found them , extorting from them the Penalty 
of the ſaid Att of &6s $4. to the utter Ruin of many conliderable Merchants and 
other Traders. They having procured an Agent of their own ( whom, for his Encou- 
ragement, they made Partner in this their Monopoly ) to be made Meſſenger of the. 
Preſs, under the ſpecions Pretence of ſerving the Government in ſuppreſſing Seditious 
Books ; which was only a Colour to carry on the Ends aforeſaid. 

They joyned together, and bought three Horſes, and ſent the Clark and Beadle, 
the Servants of the Maſter and Wardens, and a Secretary's Meſſenger, to ride 
all England over, to ſeize on the Books in their Patents, which they alledged to 
be counterfeit ; Who did ſeize accordingly, though on many of ſuch as were of their 
own Printing: And after two or three Months Ravage they returned back, giv- 
ing an Account to the faid Mafter and Wardens, and the other Patentecs, what 
Books, and from whom they had ſeized them. Theſe Patentees ſent Writs out of the 
Exchequer andKing'"s-bench to proſecute the Perſons from whom they had ſeized, upon 
the Penalty of the ſaid At (many of which) Books, thus ſeized, had been before ſold 
by the Plaintiffs, in the Proſecution ; and did force 2xorbitant Compolitions. 

Mr. John Jekil ftood Trial for about 25 Bibles, before Judge Hales, and was caſt upon 
the faid Att, and paid 6s 84 per Book for the Bible to one Patentee, and 6s $4. per 
Book for the Pſalms to the other Patentees 3 though but one Book, yet thus divided, 
made two Penalties, Mr. Feki/ paid abont fifty Poands Coſts and Forfeitures. How ma- 
ny Times theſe Bibles had been ſeized before they came to Mr. JekiPs Hand, and how 
many times they have been fold and ſeized ſince is worthy conſideration ; and this pra- 
Qiſed under the Authority of that AR, add 

The Noiſe of aw ts Judgment upon his Trial, coming abroad into the Countries, 
to the Knowledg of thofe proſecuted there, frighted them ſo that ſome came up to . 
Town, and others fgat to their Correſpondents and Friends here, to compound with 
the Proſecutors at any Rate 5 whoſe Compoſition was nfually &s 8 & per Buvuk, and 40 
or 50 Shillings for pretended Charge of Seizure and Proſecution : But if a Bible had the ' 
Common Prayer in it, then there were three times 6s $84. Compoſition Mony, vis. 
Bible, Common Prayer and Pſalms ; how much of which hath come to the King ( half 
being his due ) the Records thereof in the Exchequer may ſhew. 

It is ſuggeſted in the ſaid Act, That the Trade of Printing is over-charged with Prin- 
ters, and therefore fir to have their Number retrenched; which is Enacted accordingly 
theteby. 

To which is humbly ſappoſed, That if the Manufacture of Printing were left free, as 
other Trades, it would employ aboye double the number of Printers that are in England, 
and that on Lawful Work too. For, ſince the Year 1662. ( when the At was made ) 
there have more Engliſh Bibles, and other Engliſh Books, been printed in Hollard, by 
one Athias a Jew, ( among many other Printers there ) than have been printed by any 
four Printers in England in that Time z which Holland-printed Engliſh Books have been 
merchandized to us, and to the King's Subjeqs in our Plantations abroad, which might 
have been ſo done from hence, had they been afforded here at the ſame reaſonable Rates : | 
Which they might have been had the Trade been free. Freedom of Printing here would 
ſoon produce a ManufaQture to export as well to our Plantations as to thoſe very Coun- 
tries who now furniſh us and them, whereby the King's Cuſtoms would be advanced by 
Paper imported and Books exported, the Merchant enrich'd, and the Printer and Book- | 
binder, and many other Trades employed, which by theſe Monopolies have been hitherto” 
friiſtrated. Theſe Books being prohibited are always imported by Stealth, ſo that the 
King is always defrauded in his Cuſtomes. 

The Government of all the Printing in England (except the two Univerſities) is by the 
faid AR veſted into the Hands of the ſaid Maſter and Wardens, who to gain the Univer- 
ſities alſo into their Hands have farmed the whole Printing in Cambridg: And in the 
year 1688, did petition King Fames ( under pretence to be enabled to ſuppreſs ſediti- 
ous Books, their old Stalking-horſe) That they might, in his Majeſty's Name proſecute 
the Oxford-printing by a Qyo Warranto, which being granted by the faid King, the _ 
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Wardens Aſliſtants and the other Patentees did ſolicit Farther Peters and other ſuch fit In- 
"ſtruments, to promote the ſame ; And in return of this Service (beſides ers of Gui- 
meas) they ſuffered their publik Ware-houſe-keeper, to propagate to Sale their Popiſk 
Books, which was notified to their Party all over the Nation, as a happy Omen of its 
ſpeedy Converſion to the Catholick Faith, their Books were now freely printed and ſold 
by the Governours of that Company at their Common Hall: Which Proſecution was 
carried on at the joynt Charge of theſe Patentees, who have ſince uſed other means to 
get the Oxford-printing into their Hands; for about twelve Months ſince they did ſo far 
endear themſelves to Dr. Edwards and Dr. Aldrich, one Vice-chancellor of Oxford laſt 
Year, the other this, to whora they gave Bond of many thouſand Pounds Penalty to fave 
them harmleſs in the diſpoſeſſing the Univerſity's Printers,and farming the ſame to theſe 
Patentees ( who had kept down the Price of Books to one third of what theſe Pa- 
tentees ſold them at before ) which the ſaid Vice-chanchellors did undertake and effect, 
though contrary to the general Inclination of that venerable Body, whereby above 
35000 Bibles, and many thouſands of other Books three quarters finiſhed, were rendred 
waſte Paper, And twenty or thirty Families, that for twelve or fourteen years laſt paſt 
have been maintained by this Manufacture in Oxford, are many of them now utter 
ruined, to make way for preſent Sale of many Thouſands of their formerly ſeiz 
Holland printed Books, and for the riſe of Books printed by theſe Patentees ; which are 
already advanced one third Penny, and are threatned to be raiſed double, if the A& be 
renewed : Which Holland Books (by the renewal of the ſaid AR) may be re-ſeized, and 
Proſecutions made again ( though ſold by theſe Patentees) as they formerly have done 
many times over. 

They are now Zealous to get that AQ renewed, that they may be enabled to continue 
theſe Practices, and to tax the Publick, as they have done for 3o years paſt. They 
have thus long taxed the Nation 1500 {. and npwards yearly, in the Almanack Trade on-. 
ly; and this is their aim in getting the At renewed, they do thereby Tell that for three 
Pence, which at one Penny would be a ſufficient Trading price, and ſufficiently gainful. 
They do likewiſe diſcourage Authors, who, for Commenting or Expounding upon 
part of a Book, which is their Text (as they uſe the Term) muſt be conſtrained to pay 
them a Premium for it, or be forced to ſell their Works to them, thongh but for one 
fourth of what others would give, if they had the freedom to Print them z which none 
will dare to do (if that At be renewed.) Dr. Hammond, Mr. Pool, and many other Re- 
verend and Learned Authors have been compelled to pay them their extravagant De- 
mands, for uſing the Bible Text tro Comment upon (tho* but a ſmall part thereof, as 
the Book of Pſalms, &c.) The like praftiſed upon Yirgil, Ovid, Terence, &c. or 
any of the old Claſſick School-buoks which were got into their Patents; in ſome of 
which the ſole Printing of 50 or 60 were contained. 

By the ſaid AQt it is EnaQted, That a Book being Licenſed and Entred into the Regiſter 
Book of the Company of Stationers, it is forbid to be Printed without the Owners Li- 
gence (who by Vertue of that Entry is Owner) under the Penalty of 6s. 8d. per Book ; 
which Regiſter hath (by the undone PraQtices of the Maſter and Wardens) been ſo il 
kept, that many Entries have heen unduly made ; inſomuch, that the true Proprietors 
both by Purchaſe, Licenſe and Entry, all duly made of ſeveral Books, which afterwards 
have been eraſed, or the Leaves wherein they were written, have been cut out, and un- 
due Entries made to others who had no right ; which is direaly contrary to the plain 
words and meaning of the ſaid Att ; whereby the Owners have not only been defrauded 
of their Right, but alſo rendred liable to the Penalty of 6 5. 8 4. per Book, for all the 
Books they Printed; Sold or Bound. Many learned Authors have been defrauded of 
their Rights thereby, who, after many years Pains and Study, and afterwards by a bare 
Delivery of their Books to be Licenſed or Tranſcribed, have been barred by ſurrepitious 
Entries made in the ſaid Regiſter (to inſtance in the Book called Regula Placitands, among 
'many others, written by a learned Lawyer and worthy Member of this Parliament.) 

Wherefore, it is humbly repreſented whether the Irregularities, aforeſaid, may not have 
rendred the At impracticable to be executed, agreeable to Juſtice and Equity ; and if the 
At berenewed, if it may not eſtabliſh a wrongful Poſſeſſion, unleſs that Regiſter be firſt 
"duly reQified. | 

The Property of Engliſh Authors hath been always owned as Sacred among 
the Traders, and penerally forborn, hitherto, to be invaded ; but if any 
ſhonld invade ſuch Properties, there is remedy, by Laws already made, and 
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-prohibited from being Printed, under the Penalty of 6 s. $ d. per Book, to the inhanſing 


{port upon us; which are the Grievances long endured, and now complaiaed of ; 
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ho other were ever thought needfnl till 1662. The Works-of Flemer, '» Heſiod , C7; 
Horace, Oy irgil, Ceſar, Encen, Flautus, Tilly, Florw, Curtize, and Muititudes of 


other anci laſlick Authors, which were always free to all Printers and Bookſellers to 
Print, e making of the ſaid Act ; but fince are got into Patents, and by that A& 


> Prices,the hinderance of the Printer,and are only an encouragement for Foreigners to 


and humbly Prayed to be con{idered, before the ACt for Printing be continued. 

It is faid, The Charter to the Univerlity of Oxford, for Printing of all manner of ſ 
Books (which the Maſter, Wardens, &c* have now farmed into their own Hands) is X 
now propoſed to be confirmed in Parliament : Which Charter (if confirmed without a = 
ſaving to every Man his particular Property) ſeegys to defeat all particular Properties 
in Copies, both in reſpect to Bookſellers and Authors, and makes the Owners liable to - jj 
the Penalties in that Charter, which are very ſevere, * beſides the loſs of their Property 


- the Patentees will agree the ſaving of Pateot- books, peradventure, well enough ; but will 


readily.conſent that particular Property may he gain'd into their Controle. 
= Till the year, 1662. it was not thought needfal, by any precedent Parliament of En- 


nd, to make an-AQ for to regulate or reſtrain Printing more than other Trades , nei- ot 
jer doth that AQt inflict any new Penalty for feditious Books, but leaves them-ro the WP 
former Laws. About the beginning of the PopiſF Plot, this A& was diſcontinued ; arid wy 
Sir Roger Leſtravge, Surveyor of the Preſs, and the Meſſenger of the Preſs, were both | 
ſeverely enſured in Parliament, and that At was not thought fit to be renewed rill £ 


the late King James's Reign ; where Sir Roger Leſtrange, being a Member of Parliament, 
got. the ſaid AQ to be renewed. 


Sir Roger "Leftrange (if it be not ſtill done ſo to others. ) If Books Mechan 
cal, 


Trade, Cookery, Husbandry,. Philick, Surgery, Geography, and 
wired to be Licenſed, the 


Biſhops Chaplains: would be ſo much the 1 


of when they placed them Apprentices to their Trades. | 
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